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ABSTRACT 

Religion has a positive role to play in institutions of 
learning. Public schools should not be afraid to openly explore ways of 
accommodating religious practices. This thesis aims to challenge and change 
those attitudes that uncritically push for the strict separation of church 
and state. The thesis examines the development of religious diversity and the 
historical relationship between religion and education. It examines the 
relevant Supreme Court cases that deal with issues of public education and 
religious accommodation. The thesis concludes with observations about the 
problems of accommodation as well as possible solutions. Includes 53 notes. 
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Preface 

Three years ago I came to Harvard Divinity School with a specific objective — I 
wanted a theological education. Having already worked for three years in the technology 
industry, I came to a point in my career where I saw myself doing something radically 
different and I felt drawn to consider a career in secondary education. While my interest 
in high school teaching came about through several volunteer organizations that I worked 
with while living in San Francisco, my attraction to the study of religion came from a more 
personal place. 

With the fast pace of corporate life and its emphasis on product and profit, I often 
found myself reflecting critically on what it was exactly that I saw myself doing. The 
foundations of my faith felt feeble when I attempted to find meaning in the work I was 
engaged in. Nothing in my background really prepared me for this challenge. Through 
my volunteer work with children, I began to feel more strongly the impuls e to study 
religion and explore a vocation to the ministry, but I knew that meant pursuing a 
theological education. So, after a period of discernment and the frequent advice-giving of 
friends, I decided to come to Harvard. 

During the course of my studies, I found that my interests and focus on secondary 
education changed. My work as a chaplain and advisor to the Cay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgendered undergraduate community, for example, showed me a path of ministry that 
used both my pastoral and professional skills in a way I had not previously anticipated. At 
the time of writing this preface, I plan to enter a Ph.D. program at the University of 
California Los Angeles in Education with a focus on Religion and Hig her Education. 

It is in keeping with my original interest in religion and secondary education, as 
well as my current academic and vocational plans, however, that I write my masters thesis 
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on a subject of continuing and deep abiding interes t. Simply put, I believe religion has a 
positive role to play in our institutions of learning. It is my hope that parents, educators 
and those in the legal profession, will come to appreciate, and even value, the formative 
role it has in the lives of our students. Public schools should not be afraid to openly 
explore ways of accommodating religious practices. I hope this paper will begin to 
challenge — and change — those attitudes, which uncritically push for the strict separation of 
church and state. 

Kyle Stewart Mcjunkin 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
31 March 2003 
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